
1 
 

MINUTES  OF  

CHAMPION SCHOOL BOARD DIALOGUE 

WITH 8th CMS GRADE STUDENTS HELD  Monday 9/24/18 

1.  What do you like most about CMS? 

It’s new; very convenient set-up; air conditioning; like the pods, like the teachers and new 
basketball courts. 

2. How would you change Champion Middle School to make it better? 

No stairs -and would like to use the  elevator; no locks for lockers for 5th and 6th but the  7th and 
8th graders have lockers with locking system  still getting use to moving up and down the stairs 
when going to lunch, band or art; we didn’t have to navigate steps in other building.  Would like 
more time between classes; wish bells for changing classes were longer; locks take too long for 
7th and 8th graders to run the combination and open; temperature needs to be adjusted upstairs as 
it is a little too warm; lockers are half the size as former CMS.., would like two-minute bell back 
so we know in two minutes it is time to change classes. ; Football team needs bigger locker 
room; new bleachers—they are not big enough for some of the 8th graders. Not enough room to 
spread out. . 

3.  How would you rate the discipline at CMS?  Is it fair? Consistent? Good or not good? 
Explain. 

Discipline is firm; discipline of bullying happens but bullying still continues.  Sometimes we 
think reporting bullying is ignored; discipline; its fair; teachers are laid back. 

4.   How do the students treat each other at CMS?  How much bullying takes place and 
what type? 

Pushing on stairs;; lots of messing around; more bullying in 7th grade; not a ton of bullying; 
sometimes teasing goes too far; bullying has gone down. 

5. What ideas do you have that would help eliminate bullying? 

Follow through on consequences; too many times they just get “talked to.” Harsher punishment 
is needed;  

6.  Do you think the Stand Up to Bullying Program improves student awareness at CMS?  

No. Kids that need it blow it off and don’t listen; doesn’t do anything to help the real problem 
kids. 
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7. What do you like about the Stand Up to Bullying Program and how can it be improved?  

No one wants to be a snitch; should involve student council and students for more initiatives to 
stop bullying.  Would like to hear student testimonials. 

8. Share with me about your school lunch program, food choices, etc. 

Cafeteria is better this year; lunch lines seem slow;, found hair in my food once, but cooks wear 
their hair up and back off shoulders so don’t know; person with peanut allergy have should have 
alternate meal choices- they can sit in different areas if really sensitive to peanuts; would love 
Pizza Hut every day; would like water cheaper than what we pay for milk; more people pack 
than buy; not all food looks good; some don’t like the breakfast choices.  

9.  Are there students at CMS who smoke? If so, what can we do to help prevent smoking? 

Yes. Nothing we can do outside of school kids “vape” a lot. 

Need more education on vaping dangers and smoking. 

10. Are there students at CMS who take drugs? If so, what can we do to help prevent the 
use of drugs? 

Have not seen any drugs but some kids have heard it is going on; yes. We like it when Mr. Orr 
comes in and talks to us.   

11. Are there students at CMS who drink alcohol? If so, what can we do to help control the 
usage of alcohol? 

Yeah, students brag about drinking; yes, but less than smoking. 

12.  Do you feel safe while you are at school? 

All windows in the classroom don’t open in case of fires to climb out.  would like blinds at doors 
to protect someone who plans to harm us from seeing us in the classroom; yes, depends on the 
situation; not scared but other students are scared; Would have liked more communication to 
students about tornado . Kids all in one room are a target; a lot of glass doors feel unsafe but we 
have “safe zones” for going to if threat.  We couldn’t call parents during the tornado; should be 
able to carry phones for emergencies like the tornado warning; I think they should put tape on 
the stairs to split how people go up and down the stairs.   

13. What makes you feel safe at school?   

Pods make you feel safer; upstairs makes you feel more segregated from rest of building, very 
much like police officer on site;  
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14. How could the school be safer for everyone? 

Drills seem chaotic but will get better as we get use to the new building.  For the tornado drill 
students have to go too far from classrooms for drills.-had to go downstairs in line up in the 
hallways.   

15. Does having the resource/police officer here at the building make you feel safer? 

Yes. They are nice. Yes, would like more than one. 

16.  How would you describe the level of respect between teachers and students here at 
CMS? 

Some teachers get more respect than others; substitute teachers get little respect; some kids don’t 
want to be in school so they will be disrespectful; depends on the teacher. 

17.  What kind of help do you receive through the School Counselor?  

Don’t see her a lot as she is busy in groups.  She’s nice but we never see her that often; when we 
go she isn’t there;. 

18. Do you have ideas how your School Counselor could help you more? 

She should be there more; she does try; they just talk to students; and take our comments 
seriously; need to deal with the problem. 

19.  What extracurricular activities at CMS are most popular with students? 

Sports, Science Club. 

20. What do you think would make more students want to get involved in extracurricular 
activities? 

Should be a process to start own clubs through school; consider process for new clubs; would 
like girls’ football and lacrosse.  

21. What additional extracurricular activities would you like to see offered at CMS? 

More clubs; soccer, more cross country; newspaper, someone to voice your opinion; wants to be 
able to start new clubs. 

22.  How do you know what homework is assigned in your classes? 

CMS Assignments on board; assignment books; some teachers write on board; P.A.M. ask 
friends.  But if taking class at high they don’t use the same process.   
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23. Do you know your grades in your classes? How do you know this? 

Yes, in P.A.M.; yes, check weekly. 

24. Do your parents use the P.A.M. system? 

Most yes; 80% check P.A.M.; 20% don’t. 

25.  What opportunities do you have to use Chromebooks in your classes? 

Often, but think too many tests taken on Chromebooks; prefer tests on paper; taking notes on 
Chromebooks is better; use them every day; tests on Chromebooks are the tough; some of them 
need fixed. 

26. Is more technology needed?  If yes, what kind? 

No, there is enough;  need phone use in school; Chromebooks are too hard to get to and get out; 
problems with not being able to take Chromebooks in some places; have to take them back first; 
need a better system for charging and getting Chromebooks because it makes them late. 

27.  How do you think technology should be used in the classroom? 

Don’t like taking tests on Chromebooks, especially if something happens on the chromebook 
takes more time to correct than paper pencil.   

28.  How many of you have some idea of what you want to do after you graduate from high 
school? 

Most know what they want to do; military and the rest plan on college. 

29. What recommendations or advice would you like to share with me today? Is there 
something we have not discussed? 

Think our dress code too strict for girls.  High school is much more relaxed. For students at CMS 
jeans with holes show less than shorts - have to where tights under jeans with holes. . A bra strap 
showing is in fashion-but not allowed to show at CMS.   Dress code needs updated, especially 
length of shorts. 

Do not like lunch tables, feel crowded…liked the round tables more.  Sports need new uniforms. 
Volleyball uniforms have pit stains. Football pads need replaced. 

Change in bus drop off time this year means we have to stop at the band room to drop off 
instruments and go down the hallway to our locker then to our pod.  It can make us late to class.   

In the past, CMS dropped off first and HS students had to wait on bus to be released to HS…this 
year switched…HS dropped off first and then CMS has to wait minutes on bus until permitted in 
building.  Liked how it was last year better.  Not allowed to wait outside the CMS building…has 
to stay on bus until building is open for students.  
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We are not allowed to ride bikes to school but have bike racks.  

If high school drivers bring their CMS sibling to school instead of sibling riding the bus…the 
high school sibling is made late because they can’t drop off CMS sibling until later.  

Why does school close at 4 pm? Never did before. Can’t get back to get things we forgot.  They 
get F’s because they can’t get something they forgot. Building used to be open much later. 

Think the time in math class is too long and need more time in language arts.  Also want more 
time for after lunch to get to class.   

Take all the locks off the lockers. Kids jamming them to not lock because it takes too long to 
unlock.  

Can’t we walk on the carpet? Too congested to not walk on carpet have to walk on the tile 
flooring.   

 Top and bottom lockers are terrible for tall people. Last few days of school need to be used to 
mentor kids coming in.-not very productive 

Students would like to be able to listen to music in school when appropriate with headphones.  

Would like more field trips. Need vending machines in the cafeteria 

Would like to have more pep rallies. 

Like to see school not start until after Labor Day. 

More time to eat lunch 

Want to get up the stairs more quickly. 

Want to use the common areas more. 

Teachers should not hold students after the bell making them late. 

Don’t want to wait in morning sitting on bus…want to come into the building.   

Want to be able to chew gum.  

Like to see different fundraiser for school suggested. 

END OF MINUTES 

These minutes are sent to Mrs. Campbell, CMS Principal for her review 
and consideration. Minutes also provided to student participants, placed 
on Web, Facebook, forwarded on Enews and email.   Thank you for your 
participation and for sharing your opinions! 


